14 October 2016

Dear Parent/Carer
Reviewing Attitudes to Learning with your child
This week students have begun reviewing their progress: overleaf you will find the student response grid being used in
all lessons. Students are asked to reflect on seven key aspects of learning and select a statement for each which most
closely describes their performance. Your child will be bringing home books or folders from each of their subjects,
containing a completed grid for you to discuss with them and sign over the next two weeks. Further information can be
accessed through the AtL podcast available via the ‘you tube’ button on the homepage of the Academy website.
Attitudes to learning play a vital role in accelerating or slowing progress – quite simply they are the reason why students
with a target grade of D can achieve an A (and, unfortunately, vice-versa). Considerable time is dedicated in assemblies,
lessons and tutor time promoting the concept that everyone can achieve an outstanding attitude to learning (AtL 1)
regardless of academic ability. The ‘outstanding learner’ statements overleaf have been designed to give a clear picture
of the attitudes and mindset of an outstanding learner. In November you will receive your child’s first assessment of the
year with AtL grades awarded by teachers.
To support the development of self-belief and positive attitudes we continue to promote ‘Growth Mindset’ thinking and
approaches to learning. If you are a Year 7 parent information about Growth Mindsets accompanies this letter (and is
available on the website for parents and carers who wish to refresh their memories).
Finally you will note the change from ‘homework’ to ‘home learning’ on the grid. This change has been made in
response to feedback from students who felt that it was a truer reflection of the purpose of tasks completed at home. We
are currently reviewing our home learning provision and will provide more information in the next edition of the
newsletter.
We value the input of our parents and carers and I would encourage you to contact me if you would like to be involved
in the review.
Yours faithfully

Mrs C Chilman
Senior Assistant Headteacher
cchilman@longsands.cambs.sch.uk

